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AFGHANISTAN UNDER TALEBAN RULE
Conflict since the Taleban takeover (15 Aug 2021 - 15 Oct 2021)
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When Kabul fell to the Taleban on 15 August, more battle-related deaths had been recorded during
2021 than during the entire last year. The two months following the Taleban takeover have been
characterized by substantially lower levels of violence, but also by a worrying trend of increased activity by
the Khorasan chapter of the Islamic State (IS). IS has attacked Taleban officials on several occasions,
primarily in Nangarhar and Kunar in Eastern Afghanistan. The most lethal attacks, however, have targeted
Shia civilians at places of worship, including two large-scale attacks during Friday prayers in Kunduz city and
Kandahar city, killing at least 125 civilians. Last Friday’s suicide attack in the Taleban heartland of Kandahar
is the first major IS attack in the province.
The Taleban government is also battling a weakened resistance movement in Panjsher and Andarab
valleys north of Kabul, led by Ahmad Massoud, son of the famous mujahideen fighter Ahmad Shah
Massoud. In early September, following heavy fighting in Panjsher resulting in hundreds of casualties,
Taleban finally took control of the district capitals and the fighters from the National Resistance Front
retreated to the mountains. The Taleban government has also used one-sided violence, executing civilians
and former soldiers in connection to the fighting in Panjsher, but also in other parts of the country.
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Over 35 thousand battlerelated deaths were recorded
in Afghanistan between Jan 1
and Aug 15, 2021.
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In the last two months, between
Aug 15 and Oct 15, around 600
people were killed as a result of
organized violence.
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The Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP) is the world’s main
provider of data on organized violence and the oldest ongoing data
collection project for civil war, with a history of almost 40 years. Its
definition of armed conflict has become the global standard of how
conflicts are systematically defined and studied.
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