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SPRING REVOLUTION IN MYANMAR
Organized violence since the Tatmadaw takeover (1 Feb 2021 - 30 Apr 2021)
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Organized Violence in Myanmar
One-sided violence by the government or the
clashes between the government and the
opponents of Min Aung Hlaing
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On 1 February 2021, the Myanmar military, also known as Tatmadaw under the leadership of General Min
Aung Hlaing, took over the power from democratically elected ruling party NLD. Tatmadaw detained
President Win Myint and State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, and took over the legislative, executive, and
judiciary powers of the state. The military takeover led to series of non-violent protests by the people
throughout the country, demanding the civilian regime to be restored. Tatmadaw responded to peaceful
protests with violence in order to disperse the people. The military used water cannons, tear gas, as well as
rubber bullets and live ammunition. What began as peaceful protests in February, slowly shifted to violent
demonstrations as people started arming themselves with traditional hunting guns, sling-shots, and rocks in
order to defend themselves against the military regime’s brutality.
Some traveled to territories of ethnic armed organizations, mainly Kachin Independence Organization and
Karen National Union, to receive necessary training and weapons to fight against the security forces. As
violence and brutality by the security forces increased at full speed, residents, by April, united under their
local groups to be able to defend themselves better and strengthen their power. The village defense groups
attacked security forces to prevent them from entering and raiding their villages, as well as from arresting
and treating their residents brutally.

# of deaths in organized violence in Myanmar
Nearly 250 fatal events of organized
violence were recorded in Myanmar in
the first three months of the Tatmadaw
takeover, between 1 February and 30
April 2021.
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In that period, according to UCDP data,
more than 530 people have been killed
during the demonstrations throughout
Myanmar.
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This includes at least 273 civilians, of
which the majority have been killed in
one-sided violence committed by the
security forces.

One-sided violence by the government or the clashes between the
government and the opponents of Min Aung Hlaing
Other events of organized violence in Myanmar
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The Uppsala Conflict Data Program (UCDP) is the world’s main
provider of data on organized violence and the oldest ongoing data
collection project for civil war, with a history of almost 40 years. Its
definition of armed conflict has become the global standard of how
conflicts are systematically defined and studied.
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